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who gave New Comedy a large part of its name. It is possible now to appre- 
ciate for ourselves the facility of language and the ease of action for which 
he was praised, the slenderness and yet the effectiveness of his plots, his skill 
in the portrayal of the life of the men and women among whom he moved — 
the vivacity of the Athenian character, the broad humor of the slave, the 
ludicrous aspect and language of the peasant, the impetuosity of youth in 
love, the calculating coolness of the father, and the affection and self-sac- 
rifice of the mother, the pathetic lot of the hetaira, whose virtues the poet 
brings to the foreground, and to whose faults he inclines to be charitable. 
Menander is thoroughly sympathetic in his depiction of life. It all seems very 
natural and human and gentle. There is enough here, too, to let us see that 
Caesar's famous coinage — dimidiate Menander — rings true; there is a real 
and pronounced affinity between Menander and Terence; the same unruffled 
calm of speech and sunny equipoise of temper that captivated even the Chris- 
tian enemies of Terence in the days of the early church belong to Menander 
also — 

Quidquid come loquens atque omnia dulcia dicens, 

in Cicero's phrase. Of the vis comica of the Greek, too, whose lack in Terence 
the Dictator noticed and regretted, we seem to penetrate the secret. The 
simplicity of Menander's plot, his familiarity with the life he portrayed, the 
naturalness and directness of his characterization and action, and the absence 
of everything that did not belong to actual human existence — "O Menander! 
O Life! Which of you copied the other?" — all this would very naturally 
lend to vigor of representation, especially in the plays of a man who had lived 
longer and seen more of the world than his Latin imitator, whose portrayal 
was at second hand. 

The appearance of Professor Capps's admirable edition will no doubt 
result in the giving of Menander courses in many colleges. Those teachers 
who do not read it because they must teach it — or because they must review 
it — should read it for the delight it will give them. 

Grant Showerman 



Cicero's Letters. Selected and edited by Ernst Riess. New 
York: Macmillan, 1910. Pp. lix+396. $0.60. 

This collection, which is intended for the use of college Freshmen, contains 
one hundred and forty-six letters, well selected with reference to their general 
interest. The preface promises "conscientious acknowledgment" of the 
assistance of predecessors, yet, by some curious oversight, we are nowhere 
told whose text the editor has elected to follow or what deviations he may 
have made from it, and the scanty references which are made to other works 
are too advanced for the average student and too few for the teacher. 

The introduction discusses the history of letter-writing; Cicero's letters 
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and his correspondents; the processes of writing and sending letters in an- 
tiquity; and the peculiarities of style of the sermo cotidianus. Then follows a 
full chronology of Cicero's life, conveniently arranged for the student. The 
introduction and the notes are alike written in a style which is now peculiarly 
harsh and now extremely obscure. The brevity of the references will make 
many parts unintelligible to the Freshman, who, in the first paragraph of the 
introduction, is confronted by Mr. Evans and the Cretan pictographs, only 
to be led on to the "style of the Chancelleries," "letters of school heads," 
"laws of Hiatus and Rhythmic Close," and "Gallus" (Becker's work of that 
name). "Schematisms," "haruspicien," and "gourmandise" (noun) rub 
shoulders with "made a fearful mess," "do out of," and "rake-off, "and French 
words, whose use is on p. xxxviii duly censured, fairly bristle on p. xxvii. 
Whether such phrases as "took also away," "Philip's of Macedon mastership 
over Greece," "adaptable to both his surroundings and to .... ," "rhet- 
orics extended its claims," and many erratic cases of capitalization are due to 
the editor or to the printer is not always clear, but these and similar infelicities 
are far too common, and their effect upon the English of the student can hardly 
be favorable. The references in the section on style are to the Ad Familiares, 
the Ad Atticum, etc., but as the passages in question can be found in the text 
only by way of a comparative table of numbers in the front of the volume the 
labor of verification is doubled. As no list of abbreviations is given, the student 
must make his own way through F, A, Q {Ad Familiares, etc.), O.O. (oratio 
obliqua), and such abridged expressions as "adjectives of the second." 

It is to be regretted that in the statement of facts certain errors and obscu- 
rities occur. The paragraph on the MSS (p. xxxii) is ambiguous, and the sen- 
tence in regard to the editio princeps published "in 1470 both in Rome and 
Venice" is misleading. "Medicaei" may be a misprint, but Coluccio Salutati 
appears thrice as "Salutato," and the " Dyrrachium" of the text is elsewhere 
found as " Dyrrhachium." A sentence on p. xxxiii might easily suggest that 
Sicily was a source for papyrus in Cicero's time. In the chronological table 
the dates of Cicero's quaestorship and of the composition of the De Republica 
and the Ttisculans need correction, and several of Cicero's other works are 
arranged in wrong chronological order. On p. xlii the name of Croesus is 
put in a bracket beside that of Crassus, but with no explanation; on p. 276, 
Baiae is somewhat cruelly characterized as "a summer resort of questionable 
respectability." The note on pedarii (p. 281) is partly incorrect and fails 
altogether to treat the derivation of the word; that explaining involatu (p. 355) as 
" the flight of birds through the Templum " leaves a good deal to the imagination. 

The notes are brief and in general helpful, and the index of important 
proper names at the end of the volume is conveniently arranged, though it is 
to be regretted that it does not include names of places. 

Arthur Stanley Pease 
The University of Illinois 



